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Isabella, age thirteen, stood on the playground 
in a makeshift circle as one of her classmates 
bore his soul to his circle of friends. Juan had 
just moved into her neighborhood, and lived 
in a castle as far as she was concerned. Twelve 
foot walls of concrete painted yellow sur-
rounded his home, with barbed wire on time. 
A big warning sign about a dangerous dog 
marked the solid iron gates that kept people 
out. One time when she walked by and the 
gate was open, she witnessed the wonder of 
her friend’s castle with a large swimming pool, 
green grass for a yard instead of swept dirt, 
and a two story house with a wrap around 
balcony on the second floor overlooking the 
beauty of the garden below. 
 
However, on this morning, Juan did not brag 
about his toys or the grandeur of his home 
with his own private bedroom, but rather in 
soft tones he shared his fears with his friends. 
You see, his mother was sick.  She had been 
sick for a while. His mother meant the world 
to him, and he was deathly afraid she might be 
dying. Isabella listened, and cared. In fact, she 
cared so much she added Juan’s mother to her 
prayer list morning and night. She interceded 
as only a child can with childlike faith. She 
prayed for the young mother who lived in the 
castle at the end of her street kneeling beside 
her makeshift bed in a house that would not 
pass for servant’s quarters within the walls of 
the castle. 
 
One day, as Isabella stood by side the bumpy 
road that led away from her home, a car 
slowed. A young woman lowered the window 
on the driver’s side of her car, and greeted 
Isabella with a warm hello. Isabella stepped 
toward the car inquiring, “Are you Juan’s 
mother?” The young professional woman 
nodded in affirmation. Then Isabella ex-
claimed, “I have been praying for you. Are you 
feeling better? I have been asking God to help 
you get well.” Surprised and deeply moved, the 
young woman stopped her car and got out. 
With tears in her eyes, she stepped out of the 
car only to be embraced by Isabella in a simple 
hug of deep love and affection. “Thank you so 
much for praying for me. I cannot tell you 
how much that means to me. You are so kind 
and amazing.” As they hugged briefly on the 
street, a spiritual transaction took place. Hope 
moved from one person to another. 
 

 
Stepping back from the hug, the young mother 
asked, “Why did you pray for me?” Isabella 
replied, “Because Juan told me you were sick, 
and I believed God could help you.” “Where 
did you learn to pray and believe like that?” 
the young mother inquired like the highly 
trained lawyer she was. “At my church and in 
my home” replied Isabella. “I want to go to 
your church with you one day” the mother 
stated. Isabella smiled. 
 
Fast forward a few days later, a team of 
Americans entered the sanctuary of Isabella’s 
church to be greeted by the smiling face of a 
young professional mother who came to 
church because of a simple hug…a simple, yet 
profound act of kindness and faith. Later, in 
the courtyard of her beautiful home in Luque, 
Paraguay, the mission team from First Baptist 
Decatur heard first-hand the story of Isabella 
and her love. We travelled to Paraguay to 
share Jesus, and we witnessed the power and 
presence of Jesus in the most amazing ways. 
 
As a church we seek to adore God, love oth-
ers, and live like Jesus. Isabella put all three 
into action in powerful moving way. As a teen-
ager she captured the very essence of true 
spirituality and life. When asked about the 
greatest commandment or direction of all 
from heaven Jesus said: “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.  This 
is the great and first commandment. 39 And 
a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.  On these two com-
mandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-39 ESV) 
 
The sons and daughters of God love others 
like He loves them. I pray the love of Jesus 
will flow from us in powerful and moving 
ways, just like Isabella’s simple hug. 



 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  September 24: $24,004 

Month-to-date Recei,ved:  $97,059 

Building Fund 

Received September 24: $1,760 

Month-to-date Received: $10,410 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday School Attendance:  363 

 Worship Attendance:  : 436 

 
 

  

 

 

 

We give ALL the glory to God, as one  

family of ALL generations and stories. 

 

 

Announcements: 
 

First Connections: Oct 1, 8, 15 

Pastor David and Robyn will be offering a class 

on Sunday mornings during the Bible Study 

hour for those new to the church and pros-

pects for membership.  The class will meet in 

the Administrative Conference Room from 9-

10. Sign up in the Connection Centers or  

through the church office 940-627-3235. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE LOVE CANDY! 

We will be hosting a reception honoring our 

Children’s Pastor, Candy Burden, to celebrate 

her 10+1 Anniversary on Sunday, October 1 at 

6:30pm in the Family Life Center.  A money 

tree will be available for you to show your ap-

preciation with love gifts and notes for her. 
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Clay Carter, Student Pastor: clay@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 
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